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ED. NOTE: Due to problems with e-mail (isnit modern technology
wonderful!) Pastor Garyis article did not arrive for me to use in this
Newsletter. Sometime ago Les read this e-mail on Ecunet. This seemed
like a good time to share it with you. The writer is an Episcopalian
missionary in Papua, New Guinea.

MAKING BREAD
JUSTUS VAN HOUTEN

One of the things | am getting known for here is baking bread. Every
time we have a bung kai or tea after Sunday mass | bake a loaf of bread as
our contribution. And on Fridays | bake a loaf to take to the friary when
Selwyn and | go over for Evening Prayer and supper. | was never much
of a bread baker.

Sometimes when | was stationed at Little Portion
I helped with the bread baking there (90-120 loaves
each Friday) but that is different from making two
“=l " loaves at a time (one large one to take and a smaller
. % one for us). The bread never turns out the same twice
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: » because | donit follow a recipe. About 2 kilos of your,

daily bread, . .
some powdered milk, sugar, yeast, oil and water.
Sometimes | add grated coconut; today it was passion fruit and bananas.
Last week it was pumpkin. Once it was abica (greens) and cheese. But
now people look forward to the bread.

When | was prst learning to cook as a brother, the saying was that if
you can read, you can cook. | slavishly followed the recipes. Now | hardly
ever follow one. I look at them for ideas and rough amounts but then alter
them to pt the ingredients at hand. | have learned that if you use good
ingredients that it is hard to make a dish that doesnit taste ok. It may not
look like you intended it to look, but if a lasagna is a bit soupy it can still
be served and next time 1ill know to do something differently.

Teaching is like that to. | wasnit trained to be a teacher but | am
learning. | know that the information that | am imparting is good and the
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students respond to my enthusiasm and interest in them. But | doubtless make pedagogical mistakes
but I learn from them and the students still benept from the teaching.

Isnit it wonderful that perfection isnit always required. We do what we can and leave the rest in
Godis hands. | pnd myself thinking about Martin Bellis The Way of the Wolf and the story of Godis
O0Rag Tag Army.0 We are all going at a different pace in basically the same direction d but with lots of
to-ing and fro-ing and stopping to smell the roses. And we will all get to the destination.

We may not be uniformed and marching in step, but God doesnit seem to care as long as we
follow as best we can and if we go astray heill wait for us or go and bring us back and eventually we

will all get there.
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John Clark, April 18, 2005
Mr. Clark and his family were welcomed into
membership in FBC on January 2. 2005.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mr.
Clarkis family

Chrystal Williams Recital
Sunday May 1, 2005
3pm
See article pg. 4
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..that you can get a
preview of the Sunday Bible
discussion and sermon?
Go to the FBC website,
first-baptist-pittsburgh.org,
>Sunday>Whatis On This
Sunday>6Questions  Weire
Askingd.
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LET US KNOW.......cccooviiiiiennns

Please correct my address

Please remove my name from your
mailing list

Please send the information to First Baptist
Church of Pittsburgh, 159 N. Bellepeld Ave.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
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WIFE OF CHRIST
CHAD ZOLL

| was reading the February 2005 edition of the newsletter, 0Insights,0 from the Insight for Living
Radio Ministry and found an interesting article on how people may choose a church. They related to
how singles choose a mate, in that, singles often have preferences€ personality, beauty, love, laughter,
wealth and the like. The author, Michael Svigel notes that often we choose church the same way in the
respect that we make church omed centered rather than 0Goddé centered. The author cites Ephesians
5:25-32, which is where the Paul talks about the church being the wife of Christ. So, along those same
lines, the author developed an acronym, using WIFE, to help us see Godis priorities in our church
services.

W d WORSHIP involves shifting our focus from our day-to-day events and from ourselves to
God, making sure you are giving God the glory. This involves prayer, praise, singing,
responding to Gods work in our lives, and being sincere in our hearts. | remember Ananias
and Saphira in Acts chapter pve and how they were insincere and with held from God, but
then I also recall the account of the widow who gave two copper coins and Jesus said she gave
more than the others as she gave out of her poverty while the others gave out of their wealth (Luke
21). Where your heart is there your treasure is, there your heart will be also- Luke 12:34.

| 0 INSTRUCTION from the word of God. 0All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness so that the man (woman) of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

F 6 FELLOWSHIP- oLet us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
let us encourage one another 8 and all the more as you see the Day approachingé 6 Hebrews 10:25-26.
How else will we know how to pray and encourage people if we donit get to know the person.

E 0 EVANGELISM & | am reminded of the great commission of Matthew 28, 6Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.6 - Matt 28:19-20.

The trouble about churches is that they are made up of sinful people, people who have made
mistakes and people who are still making mistakes. Then people say that the church is full of
hypocrites, and | respond, ono kidding.6 That is because we are maturing in Christ and we are trying
to become what God has called us to, our purpose in this life is to know God more and more. There
are people who follow Jesus closer than others. There are Christians who are more mature than others.
So, you will see hypocrites in the church. The question you have to ask yourself: are you one of them
(a hypocrite) or are you sincere in your study of the Life of Christ and the Scriptures, your prayer life
and your fellowship with others. | would encourage you to pnd a Bible study with close friends and
grow together in Christ. May the Lord bless you in your journey through this life.
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Be on the Look Out for a COOK OUT!

CHAD ZOLL

Spring has pnally sprung! After such
a cold winter and early spring, | didnit think |
could even get a charcoal grill to light. But the
Lord has been good to us these past couple of
weeks and it has gotten a few of us at First Baptist
Pittsburgh thinking about barbecuing. So, be
on the lookout of dates. As of right now, we are
planning a cook out on Memorial Day Sunday,
May 29 after church, weather permitting. If you
have a favorite picnic dish you want to share,
bring it along. The more the merrier. And donit
be afraid to invite friends.

SANCTUARY CONCERT COMMITTEE
LESLIE ANN SMEDLEY

| want to thank all those who were present
at the Sanctuary Concert Committee meeting
held April 18 at the church. While many members
of this committee are FBCP* members who also
serve on the Music Committee, some of the most
dedicated and faithful members of the Concert
Committee are not even FBCP members. They
are however true friends of the church who
are working hard to assure the success of the
Sanctuary Concert Series.

We had a full agenda and a lot of work to
do; much was accomplished in the hour and a
half we spent together. Besides the tasks at hand
which we tackled diligently, we laughed a lot!
What a joy it is to spend productive time with
others who have played a key role in making
our Series a success. While we did not make a
large propt during the 2004/2005 season, we
are in the black pnancially and our reputation
for presenting top quality music programs to
the community is assured. We look forward to
working with this pne group next season and
encourage other music lovers to join us.

*Ed. Note: FBCP-First Baptist Church of
Pittsburgh

CHRYSTAL WILLIAMS ACCEPTED for
OPERA WORKSHOP IN ITALY

(You Can Hear Her in a Benept Recital at FBC)

Our own choir alto Chrystal Williams
has been accepted in a summer workshop at a
prestigious music school in Luca Italy. We are not
surprised because she not only has a beautiful
voice but is a beautiful person. She has greatly
supported our church this past year in spite of her
busy student schedule. NOW WE CAN HELP
HER. As you might suspect travel to Italy for
the summer in not inexpensive and so Chrystall
needs pnancial help to see this particular dream
and opportunity come true. She will honor us
by giving a recital at the church May 1 at 3 pm
with the proceeds to help defray her travel costs.
Please support her by attending the recital and
making a generous donation.

BAPTIST WOMEN ANNUAL MEETING

The American Baptist Women  of
Pennsylvania and Delaware will hold their
annual conference at Shippensburg University,
Shippensburg, PA June 10-12.

The theme this year is oLiving on the Wild
Side....Serving Jesus.6

Please see Lorinda Layne or give her a call
at 412-848-1337 for more information.
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INSPIRING EASTER SERVICE AT FBC
LESLIE ANN SMEDLEY

This Easter, all who attended worship service were treated to a wonderfully creative and uplifting
Easter Play penned and organized by our Petroula Delivoria and her crew. The play included dramatic
readings, beautifully moving music and great staging. First Baptist was transformed into a theatre
where Christls travails and triumphs were played out as never before in my experience at First Baptist.
Many kudos and blessings to Petroula and ALL who worked with her to make the program a success.
I hope that this will be the start of a new tradition for many Easter Sundays to come.

After leaving church on Easter | drove through Shadyside and passed a church whose services
has just ended. It was of course wonderful to see that so many had been in attendance at that church
too, and that the worshipperis high spirits showed in their faces. Still, it was clear that this was a
pretty homogeneous group. | have heard church studies that indicate that the most osuccessfulo
congregations, i.e. the biggest ones, are in fact made up of people who share the same race or ethnic
background. My feeling however in contrasting our congregation with other, more homogeneous
ones is that we are blessed with glorious diversity! | had just come from First Baptist and witnessed a
risen Christ portrayed by a Kenyan, lovely brown angels, women at the cross of a variety of shades,
congregation members from Korea, and everything else in between. | feel that WE are blessed by the
fellowship we share week in and week out with church family whose life experiences and histories
have been played out in all corners of the whole, wide world.

LES WILSON PREACHES AT FBC

Les Wilson, a member of the Peters Creek
Baptist Church served as our preacher for April
3rd and 10th while Pastor Gary attended a
seminar in Germany. We are grateful to Les for
his willingness to serve us and for his thoughful
and inspirational sermons.
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